
Julie Youngman
n	Senior Attorney with a focus on  

litigation 
n Former partner, Ellis & Winters  

(Cary, NC)
n Law clerk to the U.S. Court of  

Appeals for the 4th Circuit
n	B.A. in Zoology and M.A. in Environ-

mental Science, Duke University; Duke 
University School of Law with high  
honors; managing editor, Duke Law  
Journal

Chandra Taylor
n	Senior Attorney specializing in  

transportation and land use issues 

n	 Vermont Law School Environmental 
Justice Exchange Program Fellow  
(U.S./China)

n	University of North Carolina; University 
of North Carolina School of Law  
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Continued on reverse

John Suttles
n	Litigation Director
n Former deputy director of Tulane 

Environmental Law Clinic
n	University of Virginia; Tulane Univer-

sity Law School with honors; Master’s 
of Law with distinction, Tulane  
University

Derb Carter
n	Director of Chapel Hill Office
n	 Winner of North Carolina Conser-

vationist of the Year and National  
Wetlands Awards

n	University of North Carolina with  
honors; University of Oregon Law 
School; Oregon Law Review

Frank Holleman
n	Senior Attorney with a focus on  

litigation
n	Former partner, Wyche, Burgess,  

Freeman & Parham (Greenville, SC)
n	U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education
n	Law clerk for U.S. Supreme Court  

Justice Harry A. Blackmun
n	Furman University, magna cum laude; 

Harvard Law School, magna cum laude; 
editor, Harvard Law Review

Gudrun Thompson
n	Senior Attorney specializing in clean 

energy and air
n	University of Michigan; University of 

North Carolina School of Law with 
honors

Mary Maclean Asbill
n	Senior Attorney 
n	Former Director, Turner Environmental 

Law Clinic, Emory University School of 
Law

n	Former attorney, Kilpatrick Stockton 
(Raleigh) 

n	University of North Carolina; University 
of Georgia School of Law, cum laude;  

Sierra Weaver
n	Senior Attorney 
n	Former senior staff attorney for  

Defenders of Wildlife
n	Pomona College with honors; Harvard 

Law School; managing editor, Harvard 
Environmental Law Review



North Carolina Team, from page 1

Myra Blake
n	Staff Attorney 
n	Washington University; Harvard Law 

School; Harvard Environmental Law 
Review

Brooks Pearson
n	Associate Attorney 
n	University of North Carolina with  

high honors; Master’s in City and  
Regional Planning, University of 
North Carolina; University of North 
Carolina School of Law

Kym Hunter
n	Staff Attorney 
n	University of East Anglia with honors; 

Georgetown University Law School, 
cum laude; editor-in-chief, Georgetown 
International Environmental Law Review

Nick Torrey
n	Staff Attorney 
n	Stanford University with honors;  

University of Chicago; Yale Law 
School; Yale Law and Policy Review

Kate Asquith
n	Associate Attorney 
n	Maryville College, magna cum laude; 

University of Washington School of 
Law with honors; Washington Law 
Review

Jack Dafoe
n	Associate Attorney 
n	Yale College, magna cum laude;  

University of Michigan Law School

Continued on next page

Geoff Gisler
n	Staff Attorney specializing in coastal 

and wetlands issues
n	University of Georgia, summa cum 

laude; University of Notre Dame  
Law School; Journal of College and 
University Law

Will Hendrick
n	Associate Attorney 
n	University of Mississippi, summa cum 

laude; University of North Carolina 
School of Law with Honors

n	Law clerk to the US Court of Appeals 
for the 4th Circuit



North Carolina Team, from page 2

Nat Mund
n	Legislative Director
n	15 years of state and federal legislative 

experience
n	Michigan State University; University 

of North Carolina School of Law

Navis Bermudez
n	Deputy Legislative Director
n	Former associate director for Federal 

Policy, New York State Office of the 
Governor

n Transportation and Infrastructure  
Committee staff, U.S. House of  
Representatives

n	George Washington University; Master’s 
from Yale University School of Forestry 
and Environmental Studies

April 2014

DJ Gerken
n	Managing Attorney, Asheville Office
n	Law clerk to the U.S. Court of Appeals  

for the 4th Circuit
n	Davidson College; Master’s in Urban 

and Environmental Planning, Univer-
sity of Virginia; University of Virginia 
School of Law; Virginia Law Review

Amelia Burnette
n	Senior Attorney 
n	Former attorney, K&L Gates  

(Charlotte, NC)  
n	University of North Carolina, cum 

laude; University of North Carolina 
School of Law with high honors; 
North Carolina Law Review

Asheville Office

Sam Evans
n	Staff Attorney
n	University of Tennessee at 

Chattanooga; University of 
Tennessee College of Law with 
highest honors

Legislative Experts in SELC’s Washington, D.C. Office

Patrick Hunter
n	Associate Attorney 
n	University of North Carolina,  

University of North Carolina  
School of Law


